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2 November 1855

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus Van Raalte presided at a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church and opened with
prayer. The minutes of the 22 October meeting were approved. Krabshuis apologized to the pastor and the
consistoly for not following biblical guidelines in his complaints. But the major issue at classis with which lie
disagreed was that the denomination permitted all Christians to come to the Lord's table. Van Raalte himself was
opposed to "open communion" because purity in doctrine and life must be maintained. Van Raalte defends himself
against the charge that he was not teaching true doctrine to the youth. At die close of die meeting Elder Broek
raised the question whether Krabshuis was genuine in his confession of sin. But the "meeting was concluded with
various fraternal comments.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the papers of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 10-12.
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Meeting held on November 2, 1855
Present were Elders H. Broek, G. J. Hekhuis, A. Krabshuis, W. van Apeldoorn, I. A.
Wilterdink, J. Labots; and Deacons D. te Roller, P. de Vries, G. W. Wilterdink; and Rev.
A. C. van Raalte.
Absent: T. Keppel, because of illness; and A. Plugger, because of absence from the area.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte. The minutes
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2— A certain Derk Maurik and his wife entered the meeting and declared that
they together wish to separate themselves from sin and to give themselves to the Lord
Jesus. They also desire to become members of the congregation. It was proposed to
invite them to come Thursday evening at 7 o'clock, in order to receive some instruction
in theological doctrines. Both sides agree to this, and a prayer asking for blessing upon
them was offered.
ARTICLE 3 — The matter between Widow de Vries and Widow de Koning has been
settled, and is, therefore, now resolved.
ARTICLE 4 — The membership statement of J. Hoogenhout and wife was received and
approved.
ARTICLE 5 — The committee appointed to regulate the location of grave plots and the
fence, with poles at all corners, including letters inscribed on the cornerstones, was
authorized to give $33.00 to Mr. Berghuis and son, upon completion of the work and
delivery of the poles by December 1.
ARTICLE 6 — The committee appointed to review the record book for the poor, namely
Brothers Labots and Keppel, informs the meeting that everything was found to be in good
order.
ARTICLE 7 — Rev. van Raalte informs the gathering that, because of a new law
concerning cemeteries, we are obligated to form a legal corporation. This means that all
sales and regulations must be well preserved, and that a meeting will be required, in the
presence of a Justice of the Peace, to approve a constitution. This statement from the
Justice of the Peace has alrea0been received and the meeting will take place fourteen
days after next Tuesday at erekular consistory meeting. This arrangement meets with
unanimous approval.
ARTICLE 8 — It was proposed that we will no longer receive membership transfers,
except when they are presented by the individual himself at the meeting. This will give
opportunity to meet these individuals and to speak about their agreement
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in doctrine. This proposal is adopted. However, it will not apply to membership
transfers already received, although they have not yet been announced.
ARTICLE 9 — Brother ICrabshuis was requested to give further explanation concerning
previous accusations against the pastor. He indicates that in a conversation with Rev. van
Raalte, he has acknowledged that he has not handled the matter properly, and that he
should have spoken to the pastor before bringing it to the consistory or to speak with
others about the matter.
Rev. van Raalte informs the gathering about the disturbances in the congregations
brought about because of speeches made at classis concerning permitting members of all
Protestant denominations permission to take communion. He asserts that we must allow
freedom in our judgment of these speeches and that everyone is entitled to discuss the
matter. Discussion of this subject is quite different from debating personal accusations
against the pastor, which have recently been settled, with the agreement that the matter
was handled in an improper fashion.
Rev. van Raalte further indicates that he is personally of the opinion that to institute open
communion without further knowledge of the persons involved is not appropriate,
because of the terrible apostasy and departure from the truth. He affirms that open
communion is in conflict with the need for purity in doctrine and life within the
congregation, and, consequently, he would never be able personally to accept such a
decision.
Mr. van de Luyster. a member of the congregation, requests information concerning the
previous charge that the pastor had publicly stated that he was not teaching doctrine to
the youth of the church. Rev. van Raalte states that his conduct in the consistent
instruction of the youth in doctrine and his refutation of errors are perfect proof that he
could never have said this He adds that if did say something that sounded like the
accusation made, it was in the context of instructing the youth of the church that they
must not become involved in the conflict between various parties, because the youth of
the church should not be disturbed by the controversies. He adds that frequently families
can be found who fill the hearts of the youth with these matters. The purpose of religious
education must be to lead the child into a closer fellowship with God.
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Further, they must be taught what is necessary to be reconciled to God and how to live in
a God-pleasing way. At the same time, it would be foolish if we were not to instruct our
children in doctrine and in defense of the truth over against error. Religion without
doctrinal understanding is like a body without bones.
ARTICLE 10 — Since the Lord's Supper will soon be celebrated, the question was asked
if there is any objection by any of the brothers towards celebrating the sacrament in love.
All of the brethren declare that there is no objection or problem, except for Brother
Broek, who has objections to the genuineness of the confession of sin of Brother
ICrabshuis. Broek is informed that he must leave this matter to the Lord. Our judgment
must be on the words that have been spoken, and we must make a distinction between
discussion of classical speeches and charges against the pastor. The Lord's Supper
requires of us that we look at our own spiritual condition. The pastor expresses his desire
to be judged by the Lord. The meeting was concluded with various fraternal comments.
We were called upon to be prudent, loving, not one-sided in our relationship. We were
reminded not to speak about consistory matters in public, and to be on our guard against
lethargy.
The meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by Brother van de Luyster.

A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Meeting of November 20, 1855
Present were Elders A. ICrabshuis, W. Apeldoorn, J. A. Wilterdink, T. Keppel; Deacons
A. Plugger, D. T. Molter, G. W. Wilterdink, P. de Vries; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
Absent: Labots (no explanation), Broek (no explanation), G. J. Hekhuis, sickness.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Several members of the congregation were present for discussion of the
regulations for the cemetery. The rules for the cemetery were read and, after a lengthy
discussion, it was decided to include all of the members of the congregation in the
purchasing agreement of the cemetery, so that the rights of all may be assured. The
previously made regulations will thereby be protected. The congregation will be given
information concerning this on the afternoon of Thanksgiving Day, and in fourteen days,
an organizational meeting will be called.

